
A Trio of Freaks
Shmaltz's sideshow-themed additions to its Coney Island Lager line earn the inaugural BevStar 
Awards' highest honor.

For the Best in Show, we decided to take a bit of an unorthodox approach. We designed the BevStar 
Awards to honor single products within a brand's portfolio, but given our selection criteria, it proved 
difficult to single out just one performer in this glorious freak show of a product line. Since all of the 
beers in Shmaltz Brewing Co.'s Freak offerings form a wildly off-the-wall whole that's greater than the 
sum of its already-worthy parts, our judging team decided to bestow the honor (as well as the Gold 
winner in the craft beer category) on Shmaltz's three recent Freak extensions of its Coney Island 
Craft Lager brand. 

In keeping with the sideshow theme that reflects Coney Island's storied namesake in Brooklyn, NY, 
each Freak bears the name and imagery of a particular seaside fun park oddity. The 6.8% ABV 
Sword Swallower Steel Hop Lager boasts a mix of four malts and eight hops, including three in the 
dry hopping stage. The 6% ABV Albino Python is, what else, a white lager brewed with a symphony 
of spices including ginger, crushed fennel and sweet orange peel. The label features a rather daring 
woman entwined in the eponymous slithering menace. Billed as a "Tough as Nails Lager" the 
seasonal Human Blockhead sports a whopping 10% ABV, a mix of seven malts and six hop varietals. 
Those three join the flagship Coney Island Lager and the fall seasonal Freaktoberfest, Coney 
Island's own unique take on Oktoberfest-style beers.

What really put this on our judging committee's radar was that in 
a segment largely dominated by ales - the likes of Samuel 
Adams Boston Lager, Brooklyn Lager and other notables 
notwithstanding - Shmaltz has demonstrated how creative one 
can be when pushing the limits of lager. It's hard to expect 
anything less from the folks behind the HE'BREW brand.

"From the very beginning we thought, 'Why don't we try to 
do with lagers what we've been trying to do with ales,' 
because so few people had been attempting that on the 
lager side," says Shmaltz Brewing founder Jeremy Cowan. 
Cowan adds that despite the envelope-pushing nature of 
the Coney Island line, they're not meant to be quite as 
over-the-top as many of the beers in the HE'BREW line 
(the latest of which is R.I.P.A. on Rye, a rye India Pale Ale, 
aged in rye whiskey barrels).

"We're constantly looking to be really niche and really 
interesting within our niche," Cowan says. "But we're still 
trying to be accessible in a very interesting and, hopefully, 
innovative and delicious way." -Jeff Cioletti
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Yep, these guys again. The recipient of the inaugural "Best in Show" award is also the 
Gold winner in the craft beer category. For the past 14 years Shmaltz Brewing Co. has 
embraced the offbeat with its ever-growing HE'BREW line. (A few years ago it expanded 
beyond the The Chosen Beer's trademark and created Coney Island Craft Lagers, 
contributing some of the proceeds of the line to Coney Island USA, a non-profit arts 
organization designed to preserve the unique culture of the Brooklyn, NY attraction.) It 
added a range of sideshow-themed extensions to the Coney Island Brand and instead of 
singling out just one, the BevStar judging panel decided to award all three as compo-
nents of one, grand, freakish whole. Those include Human Blockhead, a seasonal 
"Tough as Nails Lager," Sword Swallower Steel Hop Lager and Albino Python, a white 
lager with an innovative mixture of malts, hops and spices. It also recently released 
Mermaid Pilsner for the summer season. In late May Shmaltz opened what it's billing as 
the "World's Smallest Brewery," 
a nano-brewing outfit in Coney 
Island producing a gallon at a 
time (Shmaltz's volume is 
contract-brewed upstate in 
Saratoga Springs, NY).
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